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Spine
The diagonal part 
of the letter Alef.

Base Line
Bottom horizontal line.

Tip
The edge of the 
letters Yod and Tet.

Terminal
The round construction 
that appears at the bottom 
end of of the letters.

Hebrew Maqaf
A punctuation mark used 
mainly to adjoin two 
connected words. 

Bud
A leg that does not connect to 
the roof of the letter. 

Baseline

Hebrew descender

Hebrew 
shoulder 
height Letter Height

Hebrew ascender

Kera
The left leg of the letter Gimel.

Counter
The inner space of closed 
letters (appears in the letters 
Samekh and Mem So�t).

Leg
A vertical line to the right or to 
the left that does not connect 
to the baseline.

Heel
The horizontal line of the letter 
Gimel that extends from the 
letter’s baseline to the Kera.

Wireframe
The base form of the 
letter construction 
presented as a 
uni�ed line.

Tail
The part at the baseline 
of the letter Bet that 
extends to the right.

Psiyah
A small line at the letter’s 
lower part that extends to 
the left. Appears in the 
letters Alef and Tav.

Cantillation Marks
Special marks that are 
added to the biblical text. 

Nikud
Marks underneath, 
above or inside the 
letters that represent 
the di�erent vowels. 

Ligature
A graphic symbol that 
conjoins to adjacent letters.

Bent Lamed
A letter Lamed 
whose mast is bent 
backwards.

Stem
A vertical line, which is not 
a leg or an arm.

Trunk
The line that extends 
from the roof of the letter 
Pe and folds into itself.

Arm
A vertical line that extends 
from the baseline and does 
not connect to the roof.

Horn
The small line at the 
upper left part of the 
letter Mem.

Tag (serif)

A small decorative element 
or line that appears on the 
top part of the letter.

Root (Descender)

The part of the letter that 
extends below the 
baseline of the font.

Roof
Top horizontal line.

Flag
The top part of the 
letter Lamed’s mast.

Mast
The upper line of the 
letter Lamed that extends 
above font’s x-height.
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